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Milton-under-Wychwood Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17

th
 January 2018 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall  

 

Present: 

DCllr Haine (JH), Cllrs Pratt (JP), Smith (CS), Chairman Trotman (CT), Ward (PW), Young (PY); Parish 

Clerk: J. Miller; 3 members of the public. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: PR; LL. 

 

2. Declaration of Interests 

JH declared an interest in all planning related matter.  

 

3. Proposal to approve the minutes of the November meeting. 

It was proposed to approve the minutes. Vote taken, all in favour. Motion carried. CT signed the minutes. 

 

4. Matters arising from the November meeting 

None. 

 

5. Public session for all items related to this Agenda 

Affordable housing: Request that the PC communicate to Mactaggart and Mickel the need for affordable 

housing for local people and queried whether this is possible to enforce. JH replied that affordable homes on 

the open market are available for anyone to buy, whilst for social housing the waiting list is ordered 

according to certain criteria and which among other things, prioritises those with a connection to the area 

and then those are ranked according to level of urgency.  

Play area seating:  Request that positions of seats would be considered carefully to ensure the site can be 

easily seen from the road and is far enough away from houses nearby to avoid any disturbance to residents. 

 

6. To receive the following reports: 

6.1 Chairman’s Report (CT) 

Church wall: No further news as PC is waiting to hear from the Diocese. CT has requested a response by the 

end of the financial year. 

Cemetery gate: Hinge was damaged and PW has re-welded.  

Cemetery bins: Green waste and grey waste bin now in place are unfortunately being misused with 

household waste being disposed of in the green waste. This results in more work for the Lengthperson who 

must sort through the bins to ensure they are emptied by the waste trucks. 

HGV weight limit through Burford: PW will attend the Feb consultation meeting. JH reported that WODC 

has suggested an 18T weight limit, subject to advice, which is higher than what is currently proposed. 

Mactaggart & Mickel site: It is anticipated that the building work will start in the Spring and developers 

would like to introduce the site foreman at a PC meeting and listen to any further comments from PC. It was 

suggested that late February might be suitable. Traffic construction and render type remain to be discussed 

at WODC and conditions will be decided next week. It has been suggested that PC might request that the 

village is given the opportunity to suggest road names for the new development. 

Thames water: Investigation into sewage leak continues following another sewage leak in December. 

Footpaths through parish: Together with Cotswold wardens, the Milton Volunteers group hopes to begin 

work on improving the footpath network around the village with the aid of a grant.                                                        

PC Charities: Advice will be sought in order to better understand the governing documents of the Fuel 

allotments and the Village Green to avoid any mistakes when declaring the income and expenditure of these 

two organisations in the annual return.  

Astor field: Corner bunds have been erected in the field as part of the ongoing Environment Agency flood 

management scheme. 

Co-opting of new Councillor: The PC is still in need of an eighth Councillor and CT with Clerk will seek to 

re-advertise the post. 
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CT expressed thanks on behalf of the PC to Russel Hawtin at Alfred Groves for the re-filling of grit bins 

around the village in recent weeks following the snowfall. 

6.2 District Councilllor’s Report (JH) 

JH was pleased to report that the Planning Inspector has accepted the updated WODC Local Plan as legally 

compliant and sound subject to a few modifications and he gave a precis of the Inspector’s report available 

in full here. JH asked the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to consider cancelling their NP – he feels 

there is no need for it now that Local Plan has been approved. If it proceeds, he stressed the need to identify 

another strategic site for around 30-40 dwellings which is necessary to satisfy the housing need. He 

suggested the site at the end of the High Street could be considered for expansion. CT recommended the 

NPSG consider the advice but that they are unable to make a decision on this at the present time. PY replied 

that the NP reflects the Local Plan in more detail. JH advised that Curbridge had produced an excellent 

Village Design Plan which was likely to be accepted as a Supplementary Planning Document. Whilst there 

was no funding for this there was also no obligation to produce any additional housing and it was something 

that perhaps our NP group might like to consider. 

6.3 County Councillor’s Report (LL) 

Cllr Leffman’s report was summarised in her absence. OCC are considering a 10 year rolling budget rather 

than an annual budget as in the past which will allow better planning for future. 

Recycling: LL is tasked with review of recycling in the County to seek to identify how to prevent falling 

recycling rates. 

Bus services: Part of the Locality Community Fund has been offered to the new WOCT bus service which 

will service the Wychwoods. Further work is being carried out by the Lib Dems in pursuing a more 

integrated approach to the transport network to better link transport services with Oxford and other large 

towns by examining a variety of models. 

 

7. Annual Review of Internal Controls (CT) 

The Statement of Internal Controls had been circulated prior to the meeting. Having been reviewed and 

updated, it was proposed to accept the document. Vote taken, all in favour. Motion carried. 

 

8. Neighbourhood Plan update and budget proposals (JP/PY) 

NP Launch: PY reported that the NP launch in December was successful meeting but reached a small 

number of the community. A survey will be carried out shortly which will aim to reach the majority of the 

village with the help of a group of volunteers who will distribute and carry out the survey. PY introduced 

two new members – Colin Saxby and John Bennett. 

NP budget: JP confirmed the receipt of the first part of the grant of £3,300. CFO has offered to do some 

printing as part of their contract. The expenditure for the launch was within budget thanks to the co-

operation of the Co-Op. JP has prepared a NP budget for the purposes of enabling more accurate financial 

planning for the PC. The NPSG has identified certain additional costs which include clerical work for the 

duration of the NP, continued access to the Parish Online mapping facility and technical surveys and advice 

which may be necessary. JP suggested this will result in an increase of just under £5,000 to the NP budget 

over the remainder of the plan, resulting in the full budget of £18,000 which is the original figure tabled 

before the process was agreed. CT suggested that the PC have a breakdown and time to consider these new 

figures and the NPSG make a proposal for the PC to accept these costs in February. 

 

9. Draft budget 2018-19 for consideration (JP) 

Largely unchanged from the draft budget proposed in November. Changes are due to the NP expenditure. 

Approval will be deferred to next month’s meeting.  

 

10. Proposal to seek new contractor for pavement weed sprays (CT) 

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/planning-policy/local-development-framework/local-plan-2031-examination/
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Surface treatment of the Village Green is good value and excellent quality but there is concern about the 

pavement spraying which is subject to the schedule of the company who travel from outside of the County 

and is not necessarily carried out at the optimum time. It was suggested that the PC gets a quote for local 

weed sprayer for the pavements. Proposal to get quotes and report back. Vote taken, all in favour. Motion 

carried. CT to identify local contractors for these quotes. 

 

11. Proposal to purchase play area seating (JP/PR) 

Group met to look at possible locations for seating. 1 picnic table and 1 bench are suggested well away from 

the edge of the Green and clearly visible from the road. Bench seating outside enclosed area would be 4m 

outside the western fence and picnic table outside edge of large play area would be 5m west of the swings. 

Group feel that structure must be fully moulded to limit the likelihood of being vandalised. Flammability 

risk is asserted to be no worse than timber. Budget is £2,000. Proposal to seek quotes from local builders for 

the concrete anchorage to allow overall quote to be agreed. Next month the full proposal for seating plus 

anchoring work will be prepared. CT to put tender together. 

 

12. Planning (PY/PW) 

Please refer to www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning for further details of the following applications. 

The following planning applications were considered and votes taken: 

 12.1 17/03612/HHD The Dales, Upper Milton - 2 storey rear extension with Juliet balcony No objection 

12.2 OCC ref: MW.0104/17 Thames Water Utilities Ltd, Sewage Treatment works, Milton Rd – 

Provision of welfare building No objection 

12.3 18/04111/FUL Lower Farm House, Upper Milton – Detached tractor shed Exp. No objection 

12.4 Fardon House The owners of the property in question have written to JH asking that the PC should 

take into account the information and opinion of the applicants themselves as well as the neighbours to 

ensure a balanced and unbiased view is communicated for future planning applications to avoid any 

misrepresentation. CS expressed dismay that the facts of the planning applications were not fully 

brought to the attention of the PC. The PC would like it to be made known that the public have the 

opportunity to communicate to the PC directly via the Clerk, any concerns or information in the light of 

issues arising. 

 

13. Correspondence  

All correspondence was communicated prior to the meeting and there were no comments other than 

informing the PC that the Wychwood Youth Club closing means that the sec 137 budget have been adjusted 

accordingly. 

 

14. Village Green 

Cherry trees: Watering of Cherry trees will be taken on by Milton Volunteers. 

 

15. Discretionary donations 

 15.1 Proposal to cover cost of Christmas tree electricity expenses (CT) 

It was proposed to approve contribution of £50 (included in sec 137 budget) to pay expenses to the Naish 

family for hosting Christmas Eve carols and tree. Vote taken, all in favour. Motion carried. 

 

 

16. Accounts  (CT/JP) 

16.1 To approve the November income, Dec income/expenditure and January Expenditure and to sign 

cheques 

Bank balance at 31/12/17: £114,915.40 
 

November receipts  

Pizza van rent 25.00 

Allotment rent x 2 plots, 1 vine 20.00 

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning
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Cherry tree donation 210.00 

Cemetery fees  225.00 

Cemetery fees 220.00 

Cemetery fees 150.00 

Fish and chip van rent (Jul-Sept) 75.00 

NP grant 1 3,300.00 

TOTAL £4,225.00 

December receipts  

Pizza van rent 25.00 

Interest 5.30 

Cemetery fees  75.00 

Cemetery fees 150.00 

Pound parking fees x 5 162.50 

TOTAL £417.80 

December payments  

Lengthperson salary 163.57 

Clerk salary 366.39 

Employer pension contribution 21.98 

High visibility vests 54.90 

Christmas tree lights (sec137) 160.00 

TOTAL £766.84 

January payments  

OALC course travel expenses reissued cheque  30.00 

Christmas community expenses (lights/carols refreshments) 50.00 

Lengthperson salary 324.82 

Clerk salary 394.84 

Employer pension contribution 23.35 

Employee pension contribution 31.13 

Village Hall hire for NP launch 37.00 

PAYE Oct-Dec 116.20 

NP launch materials 113.20 

Lengthperson materials 15.43 

TOTAL £1,135.97 

16.2 To sign November-December bank statements  

Bank statements were reviewed and signed by the Chairman. 

16.3 Precept application confirmation 

The precept figure of £50,000 total including all grants has been submitted for 2018-19. 

16.4 Consideration of WOCT Bus service funding 

JP suggested it would be reassuring to see the WOCT operational plan and financial statements since the 

sum involved is a significant portion of the sec 137 budget. It was confirmed that The Villager bus donation 

was a one-off grant. There was some discussion about adjusting and updating the sec 137 budget to transfer 

any unspent budget items to allow for payment. JP proposed that the PC reassigns the unspent sec 137 

budget from Wychwood Youth Club, Wychwoods Together and The Villager bus service of £860 to the 

WOCT bus service contribution. It is likely that additional finance will be available once the sec 137 budget 

has been updated. It was proposed that if further funds can be reassigned to bring the total to £1,435* a 

donation will be made, to match the formula used by Shipton PC (£1 per elector + £1 for PC).  

(*On condition that (a) a business plan be provided and (b) should the service fail within 1 year, 50% will be 

refunded.) Vote taken, all in favour. Motion carried.  

16.5 Proposal to accept the statement of accounts for the third quarter 2017-18 

It was proposed to approve the statement of accounts. Vote taken, all in favour; Motion carried. 
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17. Public session for non-Agenda items 

Play area seating: The distance of the proposed sites is considered to be insufficient from the boundary of 

Peartree Close. The PC fully understands the concerns expressed but in providing seating for those using the 

play area, concludes that the seating needs to be close enough to the play area to allow parents to supervise 

children. The proposed sites are as far away from housing as possible to allow it to be useful. Signs to deter 

antisocial behaviour can be considered at a future meeting. 

Airport correspondence: PC urged to consider responding to the consultation if a change in flight paths 

which affects this area is proposed within it. 

 

18. AOB. 
Lengthperson pension: CS asked for this to be on the Agenda next month. 

Overhanging branches on High St: CS is pleased to report that shrubbery has been cut back by someone. 

Parish Online mapping: JP informed that £100 would be taken out of the NP budget for the annual 

subscription. 

Lancut path: JP reported that this will be examined to decide if it needs some work. 

 

Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm. 

 


