

Approved Minutes of the Milton-under-Wychwood Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 17th February 2021, 19:30hrs – Meeting held remotely via Zoom 


[bookmark: _Hlk62206882]Present: 
Councillor Glynn Allcock GA
District Councillor Jeff Haine JH
Vice-Chair John Pratt JP
Chairman Chris Trotman CT
Councillor Patrick Ward PW
Councillor Peter Rawlins (PR)
County Councillor Liz Leffman LL
Parish Clerk: Mrs L. Jacques LJ
6 members of the public 


Apologies for absence
None


Declaration of Interests
JH declared an interest in Planning


Proposal to approve the minutes of the January meeting
Motion : To approve the January minutes
Vote :  All in favour


Matters arising from the January meeting
i. Website Audit – ongoing updates will be readable and easy to understand
ii. Church Wall – CT met with the contractors regarding the pointing and the contractors believe the cracking is a result of pointing the wall in extreme heat so the mortar didn’t bond as well as it should have.  The contractors have agreed to repair the pointing as soon as the weather improves.
iii. S106 Expenditure – to be addressed in item 8
iv. Littlestock Brook – telemetry monitoring will continue until 31/3/22 providing the equipment does not fail.  There is no knowing how long the monitoring equipment will last but the equipment will stay in place until 31/3/22 providing it continues to work.
v. Kevin Rose – Audit.  Contact received from Kevin Rose.  This is now being dealt with by Andrew Adlam and due to Covid, audits will take place off site with the requirement for LJ to submit all paperwork electronically. 
vi. Cemetery – Mariam Barachi is now dealing with the cemetery matter and CT is awaiting to hear from her about a virtual 4way meeting with MB, CT LJ and the Charity Commissioners.
Public session for all items related to this Agenda
None

6.   To receive the following reports:
6.1 Chairman’s Report  - C T

SID
The SID was placed in Church Road recording in both directions. The results indicate, according to Speed Watch, that there is no case for Police intervention. 8% were exceeding the speed limit up to 35mph and 1.3% over 35mph. The highest speed recorded was 41mph.

OCC and the Green
CT has been in contact with OCC Highways - Jamie Smith, Robert Court, Liz Leffman and anyone else who can help, highlighting the problem and the H&S factor of ice forming on the lake outside the Green gates. 
OCC have stated that the drain at the gate will be connected to the main Church Road east drain in the next financial year.

Defibrillators
CT has not had a chance to look at these again but there have been no further reports of failures.  CT  look at them in the near future with the priority being at Prews garage.

Cemetery
CT has received several ‘suggestions/views’ about the state of the cemetery. It is not in a bad state but could do with some renovation. CT would like to put in place an annual contracted clean up/renovation of the cemetery. CT has listed what he thinks needs doing but as yet a contract is outstanding.  CT will be gaining some quotes from local businesses to carry out the work.

Nutmeg & Thyme
Are very pleased with the turnout and sales they have made. CT has agreed with them that the PC will invoice them at the end of the month for the number of events and to pay the PC by BACS and that JH will collect in cash electricity payments from then, also at the end of the month.

Gigaclear
This has happened after the agenda was published so no proposal as such.
CT received a flyer from Gigaclear about subscribing to them.  Akin to this LJ received an email from the website about GC wanting to put a box on the grass between Church Meadow and Brookfield Close, and Gigaclear state that they have liaised with the PC. This is not true, but it led CT to contact the sender, Francine Meggett Jeffs of Laserarch Properties, who own the land.
In the past the PC has enquired about taking possession of this piece of land but LP and the PC could not agree terms. The PC wanted a £20k contribution to go with it. Apparently, the offer to donate the land to the PC still stands - they are looking to get rid of it - so is the PC of a view to renegotiate a transfer?

The PC are in support of CT exploring this option. 


6.2 District Councillor’s Report – J H
 Council Tax – There will be a £5 increase for Band D tax which will mean a cost of £109.38/month from April 21 until the end of March 22.  Garden waste charges will increase by £5 to £35 a year for the green bin waste removal.

Covid – WODC Covid rates are down – still the lowest in Oxfordshire and cases to the 5th February were 93 with 2 deaths.

Elections – These are still due to go ahead.  It will not be compulsory for a postal vote to be taken.  The village hall will be open for elections. 

A40 – There continues to be work on the A40 and at present work is taking place near the Wolvercote roundabout on the Witney side.  This will continue to the end of the year.  Works include a bus lane and more facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.  This work is likely to cause delays on the A40.  There will be further improvements to the A40 around Eynsham in the coming months.


6.3 County Councillor’s Report (LL)
2021 Budget- was passed and resulted in a 1% rise in the adult social care budget which is not as hoped.  There are talks with regards to Bucks, Berks & Oxon merging their social care in future but at present there is concern that the budget is not sufficient.
£1 million has been budgeted for the youth service as recognition that young people have also been severely impacted by the pandemic.  
£1/4 million pounds has been allocated for adopting 20mph zones in villages.  These funds should be made available for consultations soon and LL will update the PC when this is the case.
James Wright is available for 1-2-1 meetings regarding the possible implementation of 30mph speed limits in Upper Milton.
LL’s councillor priority fund is halved for 2021 at £7500.

Idbury – LL has allocated some of her councillor priority fund for formal speed checks in Idbury. There are also plans to introduce white lines in the village to also discourage speeding.



7. NPSG Progress Report
JP updated that the steering group continues their work on the revised draft neighbourhood plan.  At the end January JP and the group met with the CFO’s new advisor, Steven McKenna which was useful.  Looking at the statistics the current population of Milton under Wychwood is 2068.   
The NPSG will not be pursuing the marshland by the Homestead off Frog Lane as this is private property.



8. S106 Expenditure
GA updated the PC that there had been lots of research with regards to S106 projects but has currently been stalled due to absences within the relevant council departments.  The POC is currently on leave until the end of February.  
The POC has been provided information on the Wild Garden project, Village Green and Village Hall project and GA is awaiting confirmation these proposed projects fit the required criteria.  

However, GA has gained 3 quotes for the play equipment improvements on the village green and is keen to go forward with CALOO.  CALOO have made the effort to meet with GA, provide revised and appropriate quotes and fit the budget the PC are working with .  

2 meetings have taken place with contractors regarding improvements to the parking area by the village green hall  with a further quote being obtained. 

Jenny Miller has continued to explore the Pump track project but no further information has been provided to the PC as yet.  It is unlikely that there will be the full funds available that will be required for a project such as this.

JH questioned the colours offered for the children’s equipment flooring.  GA confirmed that choice of colours can be made further down the line but the point of the bright colours are to provide stimulation for young children when playing. 

JH questioned whether tarmac would be used in the resurfacing of the parking area.  GA and CT confirmed that tarmac would not be used as it was not considered appropriate due to the area being so close to tree roots.  As it would be a parking area, tarmac would be damaged more easily.  A better solution was for the drive to be scraped, compacted and a thin layer of golden flint be laid.  This would be more hardwearing.   

GA stated that there was need to maintain a 3m gap between the parking area and the football pitch and PR reminded the PC to ensure access to the field is there, should there be an emergency.  

Proposal: GA proposed that the bid from CALOO be accepted regarding the improvements to the children’s play equipment
Vote: All in favour.  GA will make contact with CALOO and his POC and the council to begin the process.

Additional note : On 18th February WODC and Publica Group confirmed to GA that the 4 projects briefed at the PC meeting (village green play area, village green parking, village hall improvements and Wild Garden) all met the guidelines on what S106 money may be used for. 


9. Planning Inspectorate Virtual Inquiry 10am 13/04/21 
CT updated the PC of an email received just prior to the PC meeting asking whether the PC still wished to go ahead with the inquiry.  CT reminded the PC of the decision made back in July 2019 whereby although the decision was not unanimous the PC voted that they would let the DMMO run its course to its natural conclusion.  CT reminded the PC that this is his view not the PC view and that the PC should vote on whether there should be a representative from the PC at the meeting.  
Proposal:  JP will represent the PC at the Virtual Inquiry on 13th April 2021
Vote :  All in favour
Resolved:  JP will represent the PC and will update Caroline Bayliss of the wish to continue with the hearing.  LJ will forward JP the correspondence.

10. Planning

i. 10.1 APPLICATION NO: 20/03579/FUL
PROPOSAL: Works to create an all weather riding area
LOCATION: Manor Farm, Upper Milton

Approved

PR questioned JH on whether he had any knowledge on the Groves planning application regarding conversion from business to residential use.  JH stated that there should be consideration for requesting a legal agreement from Groves with regards to ensuring no further business units are converted to residential spaces and no other business units are lost..  The PC still maintain the importance of ensuring office space is available for local businesses and does not suffer due to the conversion to residential use.  
JH offered to explore a legal agreement on the PC’s behalf.  


11. Village Green (PR)
PR stated that there were a lot hedge cuttings believed to have been deposited by residents of Pear Tree Close which have been left along the fence line near the vet gate entrance.  This needs addressing.
The green has suffered from the wet weather and is very muddy.
Three railings are missing from the perimeter fence opposite the Coop.  PR met with PW and located the fence posts.  It is believed the posts have rusted at the base which is why they have come away from the railings.  PR has spoken with Graham Collett who installed the railings and has requested a price.  This is deemed by the PC as an emergency repair and PR will relay the quote as soon as it is received.


12. Correspondence
Email from Complete Weed Control. CT informed the PC he had received a quote for work to be carried out in 2021.  The PC are happy to continue working with CWC for this .

 
13. Discretionary Donations S137 (CT)
None

 14. Accounts

	14.1 - To approve the January Receipts, January bank reconciliation and February payments	
	
	14.2  Approved budget 2021-22
	JP informed the PC that the S106 payments lines had been removed to reflect the fact Publica hold the S106 payments and not the PC.  The PC should expect a total income of £56,700 for the year 2021-22 with a possible NP grant of £2700.  Expenditure is expected to be £59,600 for the upcoming financial year.

The bank balance as of 31st January was £49,066.30
 

	January Receipts
	

	  
	 

	TOTAL
	£ 0

	
	

	February Payments
	

	 Clerk Salary
	 402.32

	 Clerk HMRC Rebate
	 128.00

	 Lengthperson Salary
	 233.72

	Parish Online Subscription
	120.00

	 Expenses – John Pratt
	 118.01

	TOTAL
	1002.05

	
	





15. 2020-21 Third Quarter Statement
The third quarter statement will be circulated with these minutes.

16. Public session for non-Agenda items
Brian Watson raised concern regarding the replacement of dead trees at the St Jude’s Meadow development.  Abby Fettes had confirmed the trees on the SW side of the development had died but as yet no replacement trees have been planted.   BW questioned whether Abby Fettes or MM are going to guarantee the new specimens will be bigger to make up for the lost growth of the last two years.  CT confirmed he had made further contact with CO from MM but no response so he has sent a letter by post.

17. AOB
CT has received communication asking whether the hedgerow along Elm Grove and Breakspear Clinic can be tidied up.

CT stated that Ann Berkeley from Wild Oxfordshire has designed a viewing board to be placed near Littlestock Brook.  This will be a pictorial viewing board showing the interventions that have been carried out on Littlestock Brook.  CT suggested a ‘You are Here’ sign be added to the board along with the marking out of local footpaths.  CT stated Wild Oxfordshire are hoping for this to be in situ in the next month and the likely position will be near the orchard.

Meeting closed at 20:45pm
